 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Early Articles on Native Azaleas from the ARS
One of the benefits of joining the American Rhododendron Society is the ARS quarterly Journal. Each issue is filled with articles like “What Is the Difference Between Azaleas and Rhododendrons?”, “Nuccio's Nurseries: A Legacy of Azaleas and Camellias,” or “Deciduous Azaleas: Springtime in the South.”

The earliest issues of the quarterly publication have been digitized and placed online. From 1947 through 1981 (volume 35), the publication was called the Quarterly Bulletin of the American Rhododendron Society. Since 1982 (volume 36), it has been published under the title Journal American Rhododendron Society. All Quarterly Bulletins are available through the digital library and archives of Virginia Tech <http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/>.  A selected handful of Journal articles are available at <http://www.rhododendron.org/articles.htm>. 

The southeastern United States is fortunate to be the native home of many deciduous azaleas. Our knowledge of this group of plants has changed drastically since 1691 when John Banister’s drawing of what became Rhododendron viscosum first appeared in publication. Quite a few species have been identified, renamed, grouped back into other species, and dropped as a species altogether since that time. Much of that history and evolving knowledge has been chronicled in the ARS quarterly Journal. Below are links to some of this knowledge and history.

Dr. Frank Mossman provides a summary of rhododendron discoveries before 1850 and Joseph Ewan has a very interesting article on rhododendron exploration in the southeastern United States where several evergreen rhododendron species and many deciduous species are found:

“Species Rhododendrons Before 1850” by Frank D. Mossman, MD, April 1975

“History of Exploring for Rhododendrons in Southeastern U.S” by Joseph Ewan, October 1979

Ironically, while most native azalea species come from the United States, the early development and use of these plants in gardens occurred in Europe:

“The Exbury Gardens” by John Henny, October 1949

“Rhododendrons and Azaleas at the Knap Hill Nursery” by G. Donald Waterer, January 1950

“Notes from the Exbury Gardens” by Edmund de Rothschild, January 1951

“Some Trends in the Development of the Knap Hill Azaleas” by J. Harold Clarke, October 1952

“The Knap Hill and Exbury Strain of Azaleas” by G. H. Pinckney, January 1953

The earliest extensive collection of native azaleas in the United States was at the Biltmore Estate at Asheville, North Carolina. This was due to the efforts of Chauncey Beadle, who became superintendent of the estate in 1890 and continued in that role for 60 years: 

“Native Azaleas - The Beadle Collection At Biltmore Forest” by John C. Wister, January 1955

One of the foremost experts on native azaleas 50 years ago was plantsman S. D. Coleman of Fort Gaines, Georgia. Coleman’s articles are informative and give a good idea of the state of our knowledge at that time. Here are seven of them:

“I Find Native Azaleas the Most Interesting of the Rhododendron Family” by S. D. Coleman, January 1953

“Findings of My June Trip to the Mountains of South Carolina, North Carolina, Tennessee” by S. D. Coleman, October 1958

“Thirty Years with our Native Azaleas” by S. D. Coleman, April 1959

“Native Rhododendrons and Hybrids in My Garden” by S. D. Coleman, April 1960

“Cultural Requirements of Two Groups of the Heather Family, Rhododendrons and Azaleas” by S. D. Coleman, April 1961

“Three Southern Azalea Species - R. prunifolium, austrinum, and speciosum” by S. D. Coleman, October 1963

“Further Comments on Azalea Species” by S. D. Coleman, April 1964

David Leach may be better known for his breeding of hardy evergreen rhododendrons, but he also studied deciduous azaleas: 

“New Look at the Azaleas and Rhododendrons of the Blue Ridge Mountains” by David G. Leach, January 1958

Oozing with arrogance and a displaying an embarrassing lack of tact, Frederick Lee, who in 1958 wrote the first definitive book on azaleas, The Azalea Book, published his observations relative to Leach’s January 1958 article:

“Additional Notes on the Azaleas and Rhododendrons of the Blue Ridge Mountains” by Frederick P. Lee, April 1958

About this time, we were beginning to learn that many “species” were natural hybrids:

“The Re-creation of a Species” by David G. Leach, October 1958

“Native Eastern Azaleas” by David G. Leach, July 1959

“Not To Be Mythed” by David G. Leach, October 1961

Fred Galle was the first horticulture director of Callaway Gardens at Pine Mountain, Georgia. Most of the azaleas planted there were through his efforts. He wrote the book on azaleas, titled, of course, Azaleas. Galle also published several articles in the ARS Journal. One tells about losing his dissertation field notes to a bear (because of this loss, he never completed his PhD):

“ ‘Bear Facts’ on Gregory Bald” by F. C. Galle, October 1970

“Identification of Native Azaleas” by F. C. Galle, July 1973

“Transplanting Native Azaleas and Their Propagation by Root Cuttings” by Fred C. Galle, April 1979

These articles by Solymosy and Fuller show the increasing popularity of native azaleas:

“Propagation of Rhododendron Species of the Subgenus Anthodendron” by S. L. Solymosy, July 1969

“The Time Has Come” by Henry Fuller, April 1975

Some wonderful natural hybrids of R. atlanticum x R. periclymenoides were introduced by Polly Hill in the 1960s. Found in Delaware, they are known as: 

“Choptank River Hybrids” by Polly Hill, October 1978

Incredible swarms of native azaleas can be found on some of the balds in the Appalachian Mountains. Here are reports on Gregory Bald and Wayah Bald from 1979 and 1980:

“Native Azaleas: Gregory Bald” by H. Furman Cantrell, April 1979

“Native Azaleas: Wayah Bald” by H. Furman Cantrell, October 1980

George Beasley and his wife, Mary, founded Transplant Nursery in Lavonia, Georgia and specialized in native azaleas. George wrote an article for the ARS Journal in 1980:

“A Short Guide to the Native Azaleas” by Walter G. Beasley, January 1980

One of the best of our natives is the flame azalea, R. calendulaceum. You can learn much from these early articles on this wonderful plant. One of the articles reports on a plant found in North Carolina by David Leach with four-inch flowers. I wonder what has happened to that plant.

“Our Wild Eastern Treasures: Native Azaleas” by Martha Prince, October 1981

“Exploring the Color - Range of the Native Azalea R. calendulaceum” by Martha Prince, January 1973

“Variation in Rhododendron calendulaceum: A Return To the Nantahala” by Frank F. Willingham Jr., April 1973

“Taxonomy of the Flowering Forms of Rhododendron calendulaceum (Michx.) Torrey” by Frank F. Willingham Jr., July 1975

“R. calendulaceum ‘Colossus’ ” by Dr. Frank Mossman, October 1978

Don’t the words periclymeniodes and prinophyllum just flow right off your lips? I am sure you also consider them self-explanatory. If not, blame the taxonomists who value bureaucratic rules over what many believe is common sense:

“A Question about the Names of R. nudiflorum and R. roseum” by Lloyd H. Spinners, October 1962

“What Names Shall We Use?” by G. G. Nearing, January 1963

These two articles, written twelve years apart, show the rise and fall of a “new” species:

“Rhododendron coryi - A New Repent Species from Southeastern Texas” by Lloyd H. Shinners, July 1962

“Notes on Rhododendron coryi” by Dr. Sigmund L. Smoglymosy, July 1974

Locals have their own names for native azaleas; around here they are often called wild honeysuckle, up near Old Lyme, Connecticut, they have been called swamp apples: 

“What's in a Name” by Robert G. Shanklin, July 1968

Evergreen rhododendrons had a difficult time becoming established in yards and gardens in the southeast until we learned to plant them above ground in plenty of organic matter like pine mulch. Our red clay is not the best environment for them. These articles share some insight into early efforts:

“Rhododendrons in the Southeast” by W. E. Bowers, October 1950

“Some Observations on Rhododendrons in the South” by J. Harold Clarke, January 1954

“Some Experiences with Rhododendrons in Southern Red Clay” by Chas A. Dewey, Jr., October 1958

“More About Rhododendrons in Southern Red Clay” by Charles A. Dewey Jr., April 1964

“Raising Rhododendrons in Atlanta, Georgia” by S. Chris Early, October 1966

“The Culture of Rhododendrons in the Lower South of the United States” by Arthur I. Coyle, July 1975

